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| ntroduction

Everyone needs sanctuary, aplace of peace and safety,
aplace of blessing and affirmation, aplace of sanctity and
security. These are the functionsfor which God designed the
home from timeimmemorial. Through the centuries, how-
ever, persistent and unrel enting attacks have been made upon
the most fundamental unit of both society and the church.
Hellenization, Latinization, and secularization have rendered
the modern Christian home a mere shadow of itsbiblical
idedl.

God'sdesign for the home, however, has always been
and will always bethe same. It is perfectly clear whenwe
return thefamily and hometo the matrix fromwhichit emerged
inatruly biblical restoration. It isnot enough, however, to
call smply for “biblical” restoration. Theterm biblical has
become so diluted that it has been virtually eviscerated of
meaning. In order for true biblical order to berestored, a
returntothe” biblically Hebraic” must take place. The unfor-
tunate truth about most faithsin today’sworld isthat they
claimto bebiblical but they fall far short of being biblical.

The problemisthat practically all societiesand people
groups have read their own concepts and culturesinto the
Biblerather than drawing out from the Holy Scripturesthe
truthsthat have alwaysbeen there. The church’s approach to
the Holy Writ has been ignorant at best and disingenuous at
worst. When interpreting the Bible, Christians have engaged
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in eisegesisrather than exegesis, by injecting their precon-
ceived notionsinto Scripture rather than extracting fromthe
text what it clearly says.

Textswithout contexts have become pretexts. Thegram-
mar of the Scriptures (Hebrew languagein thefirst testament
and Hebrew thought underlying Greek language in the sec-
ond testament) has been largely minimized. Likewise, the
history and culture of the people through whom and to whom
the sacred texts were committed have been ignored. Entire
theol ogies have been based upon a“ criterion of dissmilarity”
in which textsin the Apostolic Scriptures that have clear
connectionswith the Hebrew Scriptures have been dismi ssed
as not being the authentic words of Jesus and the apostles
but the work of subsequent redactors. The very idea has
givenriseto aChristianity that has been wrenched fromits
moorings and set adrift in amaelstrom of non-biblical—even
anti-biblica—traditions, secular humanism, and demonic per-
verson.

In order to restore society to a“biblical” basis, the
church must first restore the Hebraic roots of the Christian
faith. Thisisespecialy truein theimportant arenaof human
relationships. God's perspectives on family and the home
can never be understood without arenewal of the Hebraic
foundationswhich God himself established for thiscoreel-
ement of human existence.

A completerethinking of theissues of family and home
isnecessary. ldeasfounded in Greek philosophy andin vari-
ous polythei stic and monistic religions must be abandoned. If
today’s society isto be saved from impl osion because of the
destruction of itsnuclear unit (thefamily) areturnto biblicaly
Hebraic understanding must occur. Nothing short of aHe-
braic restoration will suffice.

God's Word works! What God has said will outlast
everything that exists. “ Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my wordswill never passaway,” Jesusdeclared. What God
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said about family and homeisultimate truth, and God’'sWord
isthe only thing that will endure. Since God dynamically
model ed among the Jewish peopl e hisinstructionsregarding
society’sfundamental unit, it isto the Jewish peopleand the
Hebrew Scripturesthat the church and society must |ook for
understanding that will renew the biblical home and bring
health and vitality to society at large.

Trying to fabricate a program that will somehow ac-
commodate the modern notion of family by obliquely incor-
porating biblica terminology into sociologica or psychologica
categorieswill only result in furthering the disaster. A thin
veneer of religiosity over societd definitionsof family will not
suffice. Syncretismisnot the answer.

Itisfor thisreason that | have undertaken the research
and writing of thisvolume. It ismy understanding that recov-
ering the Hebraic foundations of the Christian faithisagolden
key that unlocksthetreasuresof Holy Scripture and enriches
thelivesof believers. Inno areaof life could thisbe more
truethan in the family and the home.

| wish to thank my faithful colleague Dr. Karl Cokefor
hisongoing insghtful teaching onthe primacy of thefamily as
theingtitution for spiritual growth and maturity for Christian
believers. My colleagues Dr. Marvin Wilson and Dwight Pryor
have al so imparted superb teaching on thisimportant issue.

| wish alsoto expressmy appreciation to my dear friends
Dr. Charlesand L uellen Bryant-Abraham for their careful
reading and eval uation of the manuscript and for their ingght-
ful and helpful suggestions. Judy Grehan has also been an
invaluable asset with her thoughtful observationsand careful
copy editing of thisbook. My dear |sradli friend, Zvi Zachor,
hasfulfilled animportant rolein promoting and marketing my
books, including thisvolume.

A host of other friends have joined together with Pat
and me as afamily in community, lending their support,
prayers, and advice aswe seek to provide quality, theologi-
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cally sound, and conceptually balanced materials on which
individuals and faith communities can build solid livesand
ministries. It isachallenge that we do not take lightly, nor do
weimaginein our wildest dreamsthat we could doit alone.
Our laterally connected network of scholarsand leadersgives
us mutual accountability, both academically and spiritually,
and for that we are exceedingly grateful.

| believethat asyou read thisvolume, you will be chal-
lenged intellectually and spiritually to consider new perspec-
tivesthat | believe are nothing more than restored biblical
and historical positionson some of the most important issues
inlife, those that impact the family and the home. | pray that
they will assist you in establishing the sanctity of your home
and building and maintaining your family sanctuary.

Fraternally inMessiah
John D. Garr, Ph.D., Th.D
Sukkot, 2003



Chapter 1
Society’s
Heart and Soul

THE | NDISPENSABLE FAMILY

Sanctuary! A retreat to sanity inaworld of madness. A
respite of safety and security. Reposein loving, affirming
relationships. Relief from stressand rest from labor. A refuge
for spiritua renewal, growth, and development. Thebiblicaly
Hebraic homeis God'sprovisionfor al of thisand more!

Unfortunately, however, these are not descriptionsof the
average homein dysfunctiona Western culture. During the past
century few decades, revisionist attempts have been madeto
redefine both thefamily and thehome. Menwith politica agen-
dasdesigned on societal or world domination have made sav-
age effortsto restructure the understanding of thehomeor to
destroy it altogether. The nuclear family isunder heavy attack
from demonic societd forcesthat threaten itsdemise.?

Still, thefamily remainsthe fundamental building block
of society, and the homeissociety’s heart and soul. Healthy
homes produce healthy societies. When societieshave strong
and mutually affirming bondsin the home, ageneral sense of
security provides an atmosphere conduciveto persona growth
and the resultant courageto strive for excellence.
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On the other hand, when the bonds of family are not
valued and strengthened, agenera sense of insecurity arises,
resulting in malaise and irrespong bility. Dysfunctiona or non-
functional homes produce societies marked by either anar-
chy or autocracy. WWhen soci eties depart from the fundamental
model of social interaction that the Creator designed the
hometo be, fundamental morality suffers, and general soci-
etal disintegration occurs.

DYSFUNCTIONALITY AND DEMOLITION

The mad and maddening quest for “success’ that has
glorified—even deified—individua accomplishment in the mod-
ern and post-modern worlds hasleft many, if not most, homes
hollow shells, void of any resemblanceto thefamily sanctu-
ary of ancient times. An egocentric generation has reduced
the hometo little more than an overnight rest stop for strang-
ers. Thefamily table (qua snack bar or merely refrigerator)
has become little more than afeeding station for anincreas-
ingly restless generation on the move.

The assertion that every want and whim must be an
inalienableright hasfertilized the growth of perhapshistory’s
most selfish generation. The* have-it-your-way” mentality is
soreinforced by clever advertising that even achest-thump-
ing popular song boasts, “I didit my way.” Parentsare so
acclimated to demanding their rightsthat they givelittlethought
to sacrificing to maintain asecure family environment.

Thisisaningitutionaly stimulated generation that wants
to befreetofed, not to think. Because everythingisassigned
value on the basis of either feeling or utility, everythingis
consequently devalued. The music industry has become a
diabolical medium for disseminating hate, violence, promis-
cuity, and perversion. The more vile the performance, the
moreadmired and imitated theidol. Theresultisthat in much
of Western society today alley-cat morality isglamorized,
and canine mores arethe norm. Children of the M TV genera-
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tion are governed by one rule, “What's in it for me?’, and
dominated by onemaxim, “1f it feelsgood, doit.” Thequest of
themassesisfor joiedevivrein unbridled and unending excess.

Inthis“enlightened” age of personal freedoms, abso-
lute ethics and demands for standards of conduct are ol d-
hat: they are antiquated relics of man’s past ignorance and
superstition. Religions that make demands are enemies of
progress and must be stamped out. The only absol ute that
absolutely existsin thisgeneration isthe understanding that
there are absolutely no absolutes. Any restrictionson indi-
vidua “liberties’ must bedealt within harsh, restrictiveways.

Because of this mentality, everything has been rede-
fined. Even history has been rewritten by revisionistswith an
agendaof pluralism that includes every position except the
absol utist and particularist views of monotheitic faith. Mar-
riageisbeing redefined, not in biblical termsbut in aberrant
onesto promote politically correct agendas. Family isbeing
so violently restructured that the“ nuclear family” of husband,
wife, and childrenisincreasingly threatened with extinction.

In Europe, neo-pagani sm and secularism have conspired
to overwhelm Christianity, giving riseto ageneration that
knows no God and lacks even basic morality. In Germany
ancient Teutonic gods are openly worshipped with fertility
exercises that would have made the ancient Greeks and
Babylonians blush. France has been described as a perfect
example of what a nation can become when it is wholly
without God. Britainisbut ashell of itsformer self with the
current king-in-waiting expecting hisoath of officetoinclude
apolitically-correct commitment to defend al religions, not
just the biblical faith to which hisancestors sworefealty.

In much of theformer Soviet Union, socia experimen-
tation and brainwashing began at tender ageswhen children
were taken from parents and educated by the state. They
became state children. In ahomogenized society, all homes
were the same. They served only asvehiclesfor the state
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religion, atheism. Theresult of thissocia experimentationis
that nationswith malfunctioning moral compassesnow find it
necessary toinviteWestern Christiansto teach ethicsin schools
and collegesjust to maintain some semblance of civil order.
Likewise, in Chinathe Chairman-Mao brand of com-
munism has made everyone property of the state and legal -
ized forced abortionsfor anyone who dared to threaten the
well being of the state by having more than one child. This
utilitarian view has made the masses expendable, including
Christianswho survive only as an underground church.
Even in nationsthat were once profoundly clannish and
family centered, the madness of family bashing has dimin-
ished formerly strong family ties. Vauesthat had endured for
millennia have been cast to thewind in an all-consuming
guest for ahomogenized, politically correct world society.
Whole societies are being pressured to redefine both mar-
riage and family in categoriesthat areinimical to the health
of individuals, children, and society itself—all inthe name of
“tolerance.” Thetruthisthat everythingisto betolerated
except those religions that make demands with required
absol utes-Judai sm and Christianity. These enemiesof indi-
vidual “freedom” must eventually be stamped out entirely.

CoLDHEART,WARM HEART?

Jesus made this observation about the age of lawless-
ness:. “ Because of theincrease of wickedness, the love of
most will grow cold.”! Hereinistheroot cause of the unre-
lenting attacks on theinstitution of thefamily and home. Evil
triumphs because men of conscience say littleor nothing. As
lawlessness, even hatred of God's laws, becomes more
abundant, thelovethat isthe essence of the Divine dimin-
ishesin human heartsto be replaced by an insatiable desire
for self-fulfillment and pleasure. Theworld which oncefea
tured much humanitarianism and concern for the downtrod-
denisruled by those who think of nothing except self. When
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men’s concernsare only for themselves, thereis no depth to
which they will not stoop. When men are wrapped up in
themselves, they makeincreasingly smaller packages.
Because of sin, theworld has become an increasingly
cold and cruel place. The very sanctity of the home hasbeen
invaded by these sinister forces, making agrowing percent-
age of homesincreasingly cold, dark places. Society’s heart
has been blackened by sin, and love has been crowded out,
replaced by self interest and diverse perversions. Then so-
ciety weepsover kidskilling kidsin schools. Weapons, pov-
erty, and political oppression are blamed—-anything except
thesinthat isthereal cause of thismanifest evil.
Eventhoughiniquity abounds, thereisonepositive assur-
ancefrom God' sWord: “Where sinincreased, grace abounded
al themore.”? God'sgraceisaways superabundant, morethan
enough to meet every chalenge. Itistimefor thefireof God's
presence to warm the heart of acold world. Itistimethat a
renewa movement sweep over the societies of men throughout
theworld to restorethe biblical modelsfor homeand family.
Withthe profound leve of disrepect for authority and the
lack of civility and etiquettein large ssgmentsof society, particu-
larly inthe younger generation, arestoration of biblical models
for thehomeisnot only agrowing need in society butisalsoan
indispensablerequisitefor itscontinued existence. If Western
society isto survivethe challenges of neo-paganism, monism,
and secularism, a*“ back-to-the-Bible” movement must beginat
themost fundamentd leve of society and thechurch, thefamily.
Societal renewal beginsand continuesonefamily at a
time. The nations of the world do not need simply amuilti-
splendorous manifestation of ecclesiastica triumphalism. They
need to berebuilt from thefoundations up. Restoring thefamily
sanctuary issociety’sfirst and foremost need. Theworld needs
millionsof Joshuaswho will makethe resounding proclametion:
“Asfor meand my house, wewill servethelL ord.”® Rather than
worrying about the rest of society and seeking to devise strat-





